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Even as the fire raged and families 

raced out of its path, leaving their 
homes and belongings behind, the 
Siletz worked with the Red Cross to 
open the doors of the Chinook Winds 
Casino to provide shelter and safety for 
their displaced neighbors in need. 
Sadly that safety and security provided 
by the Siletz was short lived as the ca-
sino itself was forced to be evacuated 
as the fire made its way dangerously 
close. And with the loss of power and 
phones lines and people in their cars on 
the way to the casino while others 
were leaving, it was hard getting any 
clear information. How harrowing it 
must have been for all those who be-
lieved they had escaped the worst, only 
to be forced once more to run from the 
path of an oncoming inferno. But the 
Tribe used the casino’s shuttles to 
bring evacuees to the Newport Red 
Cross site, while staff volunteered to 
help deliver meals to those in need. 

Fortunately, the casino was not dam-
aged, and everyone who was there 
made it to safety. And after the fire 
subsided, leaving a path of destruction 
in its wake, the doors of Chinook 
Winds and its hotel were once again 
opened to those in need. Families and 
members of the community who could 
not be in their homes—whether be-
cause those homes were completed 
gone or damage to roofs and other 
parts made them unlivable—were able 
to stay for up to 3 months at no cost to 
themselves until they could return to 
their own houses or found a new per-
manent living situation. 

But all these months later, many Or-
egonians impacted by the Echo Moun-
tain Complex Fire are still struggling 
to rebuild their lives. Many still don’t 
have a place to call home. Fortunately, 
they once again have the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians looking out for 
and working with them, in partnership 
with FEMA, to get them back on their 
feet. 

Since March, the Tribe has been 
hosting FEMA provided trailers on 
their lands to house Oregonians im-
pacted by the fire until they can find 
permanent housing—something that 
could take anywhere from 18 to 24 
months in this part of the State that 
continues to struggle with a shortage 
of affordable housing. 

This is the first time in Oregon’s his-
tory and potentially in the history of 
the whole country that FEMA has 
partnered with the leadership of a 
Tribe to host housing units on Tribal 
lands. FEMA was originally working 
with Lincoln County and Lincoln City 
to put these homes on another site, but 
that effort was stalled when the Agen-
cy found several problems with the 
site. Hearing about the problems and 
recognizing the urgent need to get 
roofs over the heads of these families, 
the Siletz jumped at the chance to help 
out. 

Thanks to the partnership between 
the Tribe’s leaders, FEMA, Lincoln 
City, which had to change a zoning law 
to help make it happen, and Siletz 

Tribal Business Corporation staff, this 
project was developed and completed in 
record time—a testament not only to 
the real need for this help but to every-
one’s commitment to making it hap-
pen. And today, all 25 trailers are fully 
occupied, and the people living there 
have developed their own little com-
munity to support one another. 

We all owe a debt of gratitude to the 
members of the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians for not only opening 
their doors and helping those in need in 
the middle of two crises—the pandemic 
and the Echo Mountain Complex Fire— 
but for continuing to step up and help 
their neighbors in need all these 
months later. It really speaks to the 
spirit of the Tribe and to the entire Or-
egon community to see that, when 
times get tough and people are in need 
of help, they can count on others to be 
there for them.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LISA’S FIFTH STREET 
DINER 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
each week I will recognize an out-
standing Kentucky small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize a family-owned 
small business and beloved staple, 
Lisa’s Fifth Street Diner of Bowling 
Green, KY, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week. 

Located in the heart of Bowling 
Green, KY, Lisa’s Fifth Street Diner 
opened its doors in 2010. After oper-
ating a successful catering business, 
founder and owner Lisa Parker decided 
to open a restaurant with her husband, 
Cliff Parker. Together, they created a 
homestyle diner with delicious food, 
friendly service, and a welcoming at-
mosphere. 

Over a decade later, Lisa’s Fifth 
Street Diner has become a local favor-
ite. They continue welcoming cus-
tomers from all over Kentucky, from 
local Western Kentucky University 
students to baseball fans traveling to 
cheer on the Bowling Green Hot Rods. 
But no matter how far customers trav-
el, they can always depend on Lisa and 
her team to serve them a hot, country- 
style meal with a friendly smile. Their 
outstanding service was covered by 
WNKY TV’s SoKY Sunrise, which rec-
ognizes local small businesses using 
their signature hashtag, ‘‘Because 
Local Matters.’’ Additionally, Lisa’s 
Fifth Street Diner has consistently re-
ceived outstanding reviews from local 
and industry outlets alike. 

Like many small business owners, 
Lisa and Cliff are active in their com-
munity, supporting various charitable 
organizations. For several years, the 
Parkers have teamed up with local vol-
unteers to provide free Thanksgiving 
meals to folks in need. In 2018, Lisa’s 
Fifth Street Diner partnered with 
Meijer, a local grocery store, to pro-
vide 300 Thanksgiving meals to fami-

lies in need. This support is not one- 
way, however, with Bowling Green 
stepping up to support the Parkers 
through thick and thin. When the 
COVID–19 pandemic occurred, Bowling 
Green continued supporting Lisa’s 
Fifth Street Diner, ordering carryout 
meals and ensuring this small business 
stayed open throughout the year. In 
early 2021, Lisa, a three-time cancer 
survivor, was diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer. The community rallied around 
her, raising funds and organizing a ben-
efit to support her during this time. 

Despite the challenges, Lisa has con-
tinued to be an uplifting example. In 
April 2021, Lisa was honored as a 
Hughes & Coleman Hometown Hero by 
local news station WBKO. In addition 
to her community leadership, this 
award recognized Lisa’s hard work, 
compassion, and commitment to her 
staff and customers. 

Lisa’s Fifth Street Diner is a remark-
able example of the critical role small 
businesses play in every aspect of 
building community. Small businesses 
like Lisa’s Fifth Street Diner form the 
heart of towns across Kentucky, regu-
larly stepping up to support their com-
munities. Congratulations to Lisa, 
Cliff, and the entire team at Lisa’s 
Fifth Street Diner. I wish them the 
best of luck and look forward to watch-
ing their continued growth and success 
in Kentucky.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING UNCLE LEE’S 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, as ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, 
each week I will recognize an out-
standing Kentucky small business that 
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my 
privilege to recognize Uncle Lee’s of 
Greenville, KY, as the Senate Small 
Business of the Week. 

In 1975, founder Lee Fauntleroy es-
tablished Uncle Lee’s gun shop. The 
store provided a wide range of supplies 
for sportsmen and hunters in Green-
ville and the Muhlenberg County area. 
Uncle Lee’s grew from 32,000 square 
feet, expanding twice over the next few 
decades. By 2015, this small business 
had 76,000 square feet of retail space 
and featured the largest gun inventory 
available in the State of Kentucky. 
After 40 years of owning and operating 
his small business, Lee was ready to re-
tire and spend more time with his fam-
ily. In 2015, he sold Uncle Lee’s to Lex-
ington-based entrepreneurs Rex 
McClanahan and Joe Murphy. 

Today, Uncle Lee’s continues to sup-
ply generations of Kentucky hunters 
and sportsmen, drawing customers 
from all over the United States and 
abroad. Together, Rex and Joe have ap-
plied their years of experience running 
and managing several businesses to 
continue growing Uncle Lee’s. Notably, 
Uncle Lee’s features an indoor archery 
range and is the largest retail store in 
Greenville. Uncle Lee’s is an active 
member of the Greater Muhlenberg 
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